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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

Minutes

September 1, 2011
The September 1, 2011 meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission was called to order by Vice-Chairperson Ryan Kragerud at 5:10 p.m. in the City Council Chambers.

1.  Roll call     

Roll call:   Present were Commissioners Eric Hozempa, Kimberly Schulte, Ryan Kragerud, Teena Taylor, and Elizabeth Record. Absent were Commissioners Ruth Sanders, Stefanie O’Malley amd Peter Carey.  Also present were Councilmember Sarah Levison and staff liaison Brien Schumacher.  
2.  Introduction of guests

No guests present.
3.  Approval of July 7, 2011 minutes

Commissioner Taylor moved approval of the July 7, 2011 minutes as submitted.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Schulte and approved.  
4.  Report from Chairperson

No report.

5.  Communications from the HPC staff liaison 

Commissioner Williams has moved out of state and has submitted her resignation.   The vacancy will be advertised this fall. 
Colorado Historical Society is offering free training in October for Historic Preservation Commissioner training.  
Stakeholders meetings for 1st & Main Transit Center – A visioning meeting was held recently and Commissioner Kragerud and Councilmember Levison attended.  Commissioner Sanders requested an electronic copy of the Power Point presentation.  Brien will forward a .pdf file to the commissioners.  Brien will keep the HPC informed about future meetings.  
6.  Public invited to be heard 

No public was present.  

7.  Prior Business

There was none.

8.  New Business
Downtown Historic District Preliminary Property Research - At their retreat in April, the Longmont Downtown Development Authority Board expressed an interest in exploring the possibility of creating a historic district in the downtown along Main Street. They wanted to focus on a national register historic district, similar to the Historic Eastside and Westside Districts. The Board asked staff to put together some preliminary information regarding the properties in the 300 through 500 blocks. 

This summer, two students from the University of Colorado College of Architecture and Planning interned with Planning and Development Services.  One of the interns, Courtney Goertz, expressed an interest in historic preservation and one of the projects she worked on this summer involved researching properties in this area.  Based on information available through the Longmont Museum, the St. Vrain Historical Society, the Public Library and other sources, Courtney compiled a preliminary report on Main Street properties.

Courtney and staff will continue to work on this report to compile additional details where information is missing. Brien is interested in HPC feedback.  If there are any comments or suggestions, please forward onto Brien.  Staff is planning to present this information to the LDDA board.  The LDDA is interested at potentially listing this area on the National Register of Historic Places which is a recognition district not a regulatory district.  The National Register does offer some tax incentives which would complement the financial incentives that the DDA already provides.  
Once the document is in a final format, it will be added to the City webpage.  

Commissioners Schulte and Kragerud commended the work on the report.  Please be sure to pass along a thank you.  
Downtown Façade Improvement Guidelines - In conjunction with updates to the existing façade and development improvement programs and implementation of new alleyway, arts and entertainment, retail and residential incentive programs through the Longmont Downtown Development Authority (LDDA), staff is requesting that the Commission review the existing downtown façade improvement guidelines and provide input regarding possible revisions or enhancements to the guidelines that are appropriate for the downtown area.  The guidelines currently include recommendations for both historic and contributing buildings as well as new construction and renovation of non-historic or non-contributing buildings. In conjunction with her research on the Main Street properties, Courtney added pictures of existing buildings in the downtown as guideline examples. 

This item was discussed along with Downtown Historic District Preliminary Property.  Commissioner Kragerud asked if the Fire Department has reviewed and signed off on the guidelines.  Brien plans to meet with Building Inspection and Fire to get their input.  

No formal action was taken on these items.  
9. Comments from HPC Commissioners 
1st & Main Meeting – Commissioner Kragerud noted that it was interesting to see all the different people that turned out for the meeting in the middle of the day.  The conversation about the investment that RTD is looking at doing and people’s hopes are for future development in this area.  Ryan had a hard time seeing the project as a catalyst when you’re talking about 500-1000 parking spaces when it’s not really what we’d planned on.  It’s a shame that the flour mill burned and that area is not available for this project.  It was clear that staff and the consultants put in a lot of time on this. 
10.  Comments from Councilmember Levison

1st & Main Meeting – Thank you, Ryan, for attending the meeting; there was a very good turnout.  It remains to be seen what the exact plan is for the parking.  The 1000 parking spaces are targeted for build out (approximately 2034).    Per the consultants, the flour mill silos could be used in the site design.  The walking tour proved to people how the central-located site will work.  HPC should be notified about upcoming meetings.  
11.  Adjournment – Commissioner Kragerud made a motion to adjourn at 5:45.   Commissioner Hoeffer seconded the motion.  Passed unanimously.
Respectfully Submitted,

Ryan Kragerud

HPC Vice-chairperson
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